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Reading Comprehension 2- Fiction  
  

Send for Ben 
by Rosemary Billam 

Ben went to meet Granny at the bus 
stop. When she got off the bus she 
was carrying a fishing net. 
She gave it to Ben. 

  

        Practice questions 

A     Where did Ben go? 

Tick one. 
  

to the shop 
 

to the bus 
stop  

to town 
 

on the bus 
 

B     What did Granny bring for Ben? 

______________________________________________________________ 

Ben loved his fishing net. He tried fishing in ponds, streams and 
puddles. All he could catch was weeds and mud. 
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So he started fishing in other places as well. He fished on the tops 
of wardrobes and under beds. 

He fished at the table when he couldn’t reach the bread. 

1     Where did Ben catch weeds and mud? 

Tick one. 
  

under tables 
and beds  

in ponds and 
streams  

in the sea 
 

in the shed 
 

2     What was Ben fishing for at the table? 

______________________________________________________________ 

He made some good catches in the supermarket. He got an apple 
and a bag of sweets. The manager made him put it all back. 
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Then Ben’s mother said he must leave his net at home when they 
went shopping. 

3     What did Ben catch in the supermarket? 

Tick one. 
  

a trolley 
 

a fish 
 

an apple 
 

the manager 
 

4     (a)   What did Ben’s mother tell him to do? 

_________________________________________________________ 

(b)   Why did she say this? 

_________________________________________________________ 

One day Ben tried to pick up a heavy stone in his net. The cane split in 
two. The wire came out and the net was torn. 
‘Thank goodness,’ said Ben’s dad. 
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But Ben was very upset.  

5     What happened to Ben’s net? 

Draw lines to match the boxes. 

The first one has been done for you. 

  

6     Which word tells you that Ben was sad? 

__________________________ 

So Dad found a new cane in the shed. He bent back the wire and 
tied it firmly to the cane. Ben’s mum sewed up the net. 
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‘I hope Ben doesn’t catch any more trouble,’ she said. 

7     How did Ben’s dad help him? 

______________________________________________________________ 

8     I hope Ben doesn’t catch any more trouble 

Why did Ben’s mum say this? 

Tick one. 
  

She liked 
mending the 
net.  

She liked the 
things she 
found.  

She didn't want 
Ben to sew up 
the net.  

She didn't want 
Ben to be 
naughty.  

Dad gave the mended fishing net to Ben. He was very pleased. 
He promised to only use it in the proper way. 

How boring. That spoilt everything. 
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When Mrs Walker walked past on the other side of the hedge, Ben 
wanted to try to catch the fruit on her hat. But he didn’t. 

9     What did Ben promise to do? 

______________________________________________________________ 

10   Why did Ben think his promise was boring? 

Tick one. 
  

It spoilt the fun. 
 

It spoilt the fruit. 
 

It spoilt his net. 
 

It spoilt the 
hedge.  

The day Granny left to go home was very windy. The wind blew her 
ticket out of her hand. 
‘Oh no,’ she cried, ‘I shall miss my bus!’ 
Ben came to the rescue. He grabbed his net and caught the ticket 
before it blew too far away. 
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‘Well done,’ said Granny. 

‘My hero!’ 

Ben felt proud. 

11   What happened to Granny’s ticket? 

______________________________________________________________ 

12   Which words tell you that Granny was pleased with Ben? 

Tick one. 
  

to the rescue 
 

too far away 
 

'My hero!' 
 

'Oh no' 
 

                     

Next Mrs Brown’s hat blew off her head while they were waiting for the 
bus. Ben fished it out of a bush for her. ‘Clever boy!’ said Mrs Brown. 
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He fished footballs out of hedges for other children. 

He caught Mr Smith’s 
bird when it escaped. 

He stopped Mrs Love’s 
baby from running into the road. 

  

13   Why was Mrs Brown’s hat in the bush? 

______________________________________________________________ 

14   Whose baby did Ben stop? 

______________________________________________________________ 

15   Where did Ben find these things? 

Draw lines to match the boxes. 
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Soon everybody knew about Ben’s net. He became quite famous. 
When people found they had a problem, there was only one thing to 
do and that was send for Ben! 

  

16   How did people feel about Ben and his net at the beginning of 
the story? 

  

cross 
 

pleased 
 

Why? 

______________________________________________________________ 

17   How did people feel about Ben and his net at the end of the 
story? 

  

cross 
 

pleased 
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Why? 

______________________________________________________________ 


